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Cecile Richards at The Progressive Forum January 27, 2014 
 

 
The President of Planned Parenthood Federation of America, Cecile 
Richards, will be at The Progressive Forum on January 27, 2014, at 
the Wortham Center, Cullen Theater at 7:30.  
 
Tickets range from $19 to $79. Tickets are available at 
ProgressiveForumHouston.org or by calling 832-251-0706. There is 
no physical box office except at the theater on event night. 
 
As president of Planned Parenthood Federation of America and 
Planned Parenthood Action Fund, Cecile Richards is a leader in the 
field of women’s health and reproductive rights. Planned Parenthood 
is a national organization that works for a healthier world for women 
and teens. More than 750 Planned Parenthood health centers provide 
health care services to nearly three million people and sex education 

to more than one million people every year. Since joining the organization in 2006, Ms. Richards 
has expanded its advocacy for access to health care and ensured that Planned Parenthood played 
a pivotal role in shaping health care coverage and services for women under the Affordable Care 
Act. Under her leadership, the number of Planned Parenthood supporters has doubled, reaching 
seven million.  
 
Before joining Planned Parenthood, Richards served as deputy chief of staff for Nancy Pelosi. In 
2004, she founded and served as president of the grassroots organization America Votes, a 
coalition of organizations working to maximize registration, education, and voter participation. 
She began her career organizing low-wage workers throughout California, Louisiana, and Texas. 
She is the daughter of Ann Richards, the 45th governor of the state of Texas. 
 
In the summer of 2013, Cecile Richards joined the rallies at the Texas capitol to stand with state 
senator Wendy Davis and protest the restrictive abortion legislation Senate Bill 5 (SB5). After 
Senator Davis’ filibuster, it was Richards who announced the bill’s defeat to the protesters and 
led the crowd in a rendition of “The Eyes of Texas” in the capitol rotunda.  
 
However, in the special session a few days later, the Texas legislature passed House Bill 2 
(HB2), which imposed medically unnecessary, excessive facility codes on abortion locations, 
including codes for facilities that provide non-surgical abortion with oral medication. Around the 
country these excessive facility codes have been called TRAP provisions (Targeted Restrictions 
of Abortion Providers). The measure forces dozens of qualified facilities to rebuild or shutter.  
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In addition, HB2 requires doctors who provide abortions to gain admitting privileges at local 
hospitals less than 30 miles from the abortion location. According to a study by the University of 
Texas called the Texas Policy Evaluation Project, the admitting privilege restriction would 
completely eliminate access to safe and legal abortion in vast, sparsely populated stretches of 
Texas, which include cities such as Forth Worth, Harlingen, Lubbock, Waco, McAllen, and 
Killeen. 
 
For non-surgical abortions, HB2 requires a pill combination according to an outdated and 
inferior protocol, forcing women to return to the facility repeatedly, possibly up to four visits to 
receive a sonogram, two drug doses, and a follow-up visit. The outmoded protocol of HB2 was 
approved by the FDA in 2000. Since then, the medical community has improved protocols with  
lower doses that have proven safe and effective through nine weeks of pregnancy. The 
legislation now bans the medication (called RU-486) after 49 days instead of the medical 
consensus of 63 days. According to the UT study, thousands of women seeking abortion would 
have to drive more than 100 miles to return to the facility. The study said that currently, with the 
more convenient protocol, women are provided both doses in the same office visit, taking the 
second dose at home a day or two later.   
 
HB2 also imposes an unconstitutional ban on abortion at 20 weeks. Legal experts say such a ban 
is in conflict with the U.S. Supreme Court decision Roe v. Wade, which grants a right to abortion 
until the fetus is viable outside the womb—usually around 24 weeks. A ban at 20 weeks means 
abortion could be illegal before a woman may get important information about her own health 
and the health of her pregnancy. While abortions after 20 weeks are uncommon, it is important 
that a woman and her doctor have every medical option available. 
 
Far from enhancing health and safety for women and her family, HB2 harms public health by 
creating obstacles to obtain safe, legal, and accessible abortion services. 
   
According to the UT study, which evaluates the impact of state laws on reproductive health, only 
seven counties would be left with abortion clinics, Travis, Bexar, Harris, Dallas, El Paso, 
Jefferson, and Nueces. With fewer clinics, lack of capacity could mean longer waits for 
appointments, pushing some procedures into the second trimester when health risks and costs 
increase. And according to the study, travel distances would be particularly burdensome to low-
income women. The UT study said that more than 22,200 women would be hindered from 
obtaining an abortion in 2013. 
 
In the year of 2011, the Texas legislature and Governor Perry passed drastic, across-the-board 
cuts to women’s health care programs. The legislature cut two-thirds of that existing budget, 
approximately $80 million, and forced the closing of more than 76 women’s health centers 
which provided affordable cancer screenings, birth control, STD testing, and basic preventive 
health care, resulting in 130,000 women losing access to care. 
 
Also in 2011, Texas politicians passed onerous requirements on women who make the complex, 
personal decision to have an abortion. She is forced to submit to a government-mandated 
ultrasound and receive state-scripted counseling designed to change her mind. Then she must 
wait 24 hours and return to the same health center before she can have the procedure, unless she 
lives more than 100 miles away.   
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In response to HB2, Planned Parenthood of Greater Texas, the Center for Reproductive Rights, 
and the American Civil Liberties Union, on behalf of several independent Texas abortion 
providers, filed a lawsuit in federal court in Austin.  Planned Parenthood v. Abbott contends that 
HB2 undermines the constitutionally protected right to a safe and legal abortion granted in the 
U.S. Supreme Court decision of Roe v. Wade in 1973. At the posting time of this press release, 
the suit is due to be taken up in January by the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals where full 
arguments will be presented. 
 
Attorney General Greg Abbot’s legal team is defending the legislation.  
 
In an article in Politico magazine, Cecile Richards wrote, “What’s happening in Texas is 
happening all across the United States. Women in this country have had a constitutional right to 
abortion for more than 40 years. But over the last three, a small but vocal group of extreme 
politicians and conservative special interest groups has helped introduce, pass and sign a record 
number of bills to cut off women’s access to safe and legal abortion. Since 2010, more than 160 
restrictions on abortion access have become law in 30 states—and more than 40 of these new 
restrictions have passed this year alone.” 
 
In November of 2013, a number of U.S. Senators and Congressmen introduced the Women’s 
Health Protection Act, a federal law that would end state restrictions on access to abortion. 
However, political commentators say that while it has a strong chance of passing in the 
Democratic controlled Senate, odds in the House are nearly insurmountable at this time. 
 
The Progressive Forum is America’s only civic speaker organization expressly dedicated to 
progressive values. It originated a new model for civic speaker organizations in Houston by 
presenting speakers in the city’s finest theater, compared to the hotel luncheons of traditional 
organizations. It was designed to present the world’s intellectual stars to large audiences in a 
high quality, theatrical experience. The Progressive Forum markets region-wide to sell tickets to 
the public in open events. There is no membership fee and the ticket prices are low starting at 
$19.  
 
The Progressive Forum is America’s only civic speaker group providing website pages with 
event video on its past speakers. The Progressive Forum originated a unique innovation in public 
media, reaching a worldwide audience by presenting the great minds online. These pages are in-
depth and comprehensive and include video, biographical sketches, news updates, related links, 
and reading lists. Most of the videos are longer than common internet fare; however they’re 
broken down into segments and short clips on interesting topics. The website is intended to serve 
as a source of inspiration for scholars and seekers, a source of perpetual enrichment long after 
the curtains have closed on the theatrical event.    
 
Speakers have included Michelle Alexander, Karen Armstrong, Lester Brown, Ken Burns, Gail 
Collins, Richard Dawkins, Jared Diamond, Sylvia Earle, Elizabeth Edwards, Tim Flannery,  
Jane Goodall, Al Gore, Brian Greene, James Hansen, Seymour Hersh, Arianna Huffington, 
Molly Ivins, Garrison Keillor, Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., Joe Klein, George Lakoff, Richard 
Leakey, Rachel Maddow, William McDonough, Bill McKibben, Bill Moyers, Nancy Pelosi, T. 
Boone Pickens, Michael Pollan, Robert Redford, Frank Rich, Sir Ken Robinson, Barry Scheck, 
Eric Schlosser, Anna Deavere Smith, George Soros, Sonia Sotomayor, Gloria Steinem, John 
Paul Stevens, Alice Waters, Larry Wilmore, and Edward O. Wilson. 
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Founder and president, Randall R. Morton, operated Randall Morton International, Inc. for over 
32 years, an advertising and public relations agency whose clients included leading oil 
equipment companies in the U.S., Japan, Mexico, and Europe. Morton cocreated and cohosted  
the Oilfield Breakfast Forum from 1994 to 2003, another speaker series which is still the largest  
in the oil industry. He earned a B.A. degree in government from Georgetown University, and 
attained a national ranking of three as a pass receiver in nonscholarship football. While at 
Georgetown, he served as an issue writer for the Democratic National Committee. Later, he 
earned a second B.A. in communications from Tulsa University, serving the following year as 
adjunct professor teaching advertising design and copy. He is married to Suzanne Longley, 
formerly prima ballerina of the Houston Ballet and now owner of Suzanne Longley Landscapes. 
They have two children who are in college. 
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